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WorldOs Last Great
Forest is under Threat

The worldOs last OpiristO foresbthe
boreal foresbis under threat across
large stretches of Russia, Canada and
other northern countries, a team of
researchers has found. International
researchers are daly for the
preservation of these existing forests in
order to secure their biodiversity.

The boreal forest makes up otingrd

of the worldOs forested area and a third
of the worldOs stored carbon, covering
a large part of Russia, Canada, Alaska
and Europ. It is still intact because of
the low human populations in these
areas. That is changing say scientists.

Fire is the main cause of changes in
ecosystems and increases in human
usesis leading to more fired' here is
also evidence that climate change is
increasing the number and the extent
of fires in the boreal zone say
scientists.
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Few countries are reporting a change
in the amount of boreal forest,
however the stands of trees are getting
smaller and smallerwith only about
40% of the total area renmang
OintactO._ Russian boreal forest is the
most damaged and least OintactO and
has suffered the greatest losses.
Countries with boreal forest are now
protecting less than 10% of their
forests from logging, except in Sweden
where the amount is a bit Inigr.

OMuch world attention has focused on
the loss of tropical forests over the past
three decades, but now the boreal
forest is poised to become the next
Amazon,O said one scientist.
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